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TETANUS

IDENTIFICATION

CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: A diseasewithanacuteonset of hypertonia(extremetension of
themuscles) and/or pai nful muscul ar contractions(usua ly of themusclesof thejaw and neck)
andgeneraized musclespasmswithout other apparent medical cause, followingthe
contaminationof awoundwith Clostridium tetani.

REPORTINGCRITERIA: Clinica diagnosis.

KENTUCKY CASEDEFINITION: A clinically compatibleillness, asreported by ahealth—
careprofessional.

ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTION MEASURES

KENTUCKY DISEASESURVEILLANCEREQUIRESURGENT NOTIFICATION:
REPORT TOTHELOCAL ORSTATEHEALTHDEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY upon
recognition of acaseor suspected caseinaperiod not greater than 24 hours. If health
department personnel cannot becontacted directly, notification shall bemadeby el ectronic
submissionor by telephonetotheemergency number of the Divisionof Epidemiology and
HedthPanning: 1-888-973-7678.

EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUESTED:

1. Kentucky ReportableDiseaseForm —EPID 200 (Jan/03).
2. TetanusSurveillanceCaseReport - (CDC 71.15).

3. TetanusSurvelllanceWorksheet - (CDC).

PREVENTION MEASURES.

e Tetanustoxoidadministeredwithdiphtheriatoxoidandacellular pertussisvaccineasatriple
antigenfor children<7yearsof age. Routinely administerinitial seriesat 2,4 and6 months
and booster doses at 12- 18 monthsof ageand beforeschool entry (at 4-6 years of age).

e Activeprotectionshouldbemaintained by administering booster dosesof Td (tetanus

diphtheria) every 10years.

e Protectionwithvaccineisrecommendedfor workersincontact withsoil, sewage, domestic
animal's, membersof themilitary forces, policemenand otherswith greater than usua risk of
traumaticinjury andolder adultswhoarecurrently at highestrisk of tetanus.

PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTIONS:
o Caseinvestigationtodeterminecircumstancesof thewoundand history of tetanus
vaccindion.
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CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,COMMUNICABLEDISEASE
BRANCH: 502-564-3261.

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,SURVEILLANCEAND
HEALTHDATA BRANCH: 502-564-3418.
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